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President’s Greeting  

Phew!! I don’t know about you, but it has been one busy fall for me.  Actually, I do know that most of 
you fit into that same category of too many things to do, but not enough time to do them.  Someone 
recently reminded me that although I was lamenting on all of those things I hadn’t gotten done, I should 
take some time to remind myself of what I did get accomplished.  That can be true for our chapter as 
well.  There are always things still left to do, but let’s take a moment to reflect on those things we have 
accomplished. 
 
Our first accomplishment was the transition of our new board, everyone has embrace his/her roles and 
are doing their best for the chapter.  As part of that transition, I had the opportunity to attend the 
Chapter Leader Exchange in Cleveland (#CLEinCLE).  What an eye opener that was for me.  Getting to 
network with chapter leaders from around the nation opened doors that I wouldn’t otherwise have had 
an opportunity to open.  Being able to tour the HIMSS Global Innovation Center was amazing, there are 
some really groundbreaking projects going on there.  I also got perspective on what can be 
accomplished when caring and committed individuals move in the same direction. 
 
Our next accomplishment was the SD Association of Healthcare Organizations conference in Rapid 
City.  The Programs Committee, led by Erica Knippling, did an outstanding job of planning for and 
providing a successful series of programs, see a related article for additional details.  Erica and her 
committee are off and running working on their next event.  I hope to see you there.  In the meantime, 
remember to take a break every once and awhile and give yourself a little pat on the back. 
  

Bobbi Jean Jarvinen 

SDHIMSS President 

 

 

Request For Volunteers 

Are you interested in becoming more involved, but don’t have a lot of time or are unsure how you can 
assist?  Why not volunteer to serve on one of the committees dedicated to specific focus areas?  If you 
are interested, select a committee from the list below and email sd.president@himsschapter.org to 
volunteer. 

 ByLaws (policies, procedures, etc.) 

 Education (certifications, study groups, etc.) 

 Communications (newsletters, social media, website, etc.) 

 Finance (sponsorships, awards, etc.) 

 Membership (growth, renewal, etc.) 

 Program (conferences, webinars, boot camps, etc.) 
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Informatics Boot Camp 

 
 
Sponsor – Upper Great Plains HIMSS 
Topic – This intensive two day course focuses on a number of topics in healthcare informatics, and 
reviews current informatics trends and issues in health. The foundational concepts of informatics 
models and theories will serve to frame the course and all the topics.  The software development system 
lifecycle from the health care perspective will be outlined with application to addressing integration of 
technology in healthcare and the various settings care is provided. The role of human interactions with 
clinical information systems and a review of human factors will be explored. Also covered are the key 
concepts in informatics, information technology, information management, knowledge generation and 
data security.  Current and future trends will complete the course and round out the content. This 
course focuses on those interested in becoming certified in informatics, however other clinical 
professionals working in informatics may wish to take the course to become exposed to the course 
topics.  

 

 

Study Group Interest?   

SDHIMSS is trying to gauge interest in starting up study groups for members that would like to work 
toward their CPHIMS or CAHIMS certifications.  In you might be interested, please email 
sd.president@himsschapter.org. 
 

 

Upper Great Plans Event @ HIMSS in Chicago 

Plans are under way for a networking event for chapter members from South Dakota, North Dakota, 
Nebraska, Wyoming, and Montana attending the 2015 national HIMSS conference in Chicago.  Although 
in the early stages of development, we are sure that not only will there be great food at the event, there 
will also be an opportunity to network with your peers and our vendors from the upper great plains 
region.  Watch your email from SDHIMSS for future announcements. 

 

 

What does the Member-At-Large on our board do?   

This position serves as a point-of-contact for the membership.  If you have a question or concern and 
you don’t know who to send it to, you can send it to this person.  Our current Member-At-Large is Kevin 
Atkins.  
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2014 Chapter Awards Presented at SDAHO 

SDHIMSS Chapter Leader Award presented to Erica Knippling of Brookings Health System 
 
The SD HIMSS Chapter Leader Award recognizes an individual who demonstrates significant leadership, 
extraordinary contributions to the SDHIMSS Chapter and a commitment to the HIT industry.  The SD 
HIMSS Chapter Leader Award recognizes an individual who demonstrates significant leadership, 
extraordinary contributions to the SDHIMSS Chapter and a commitment to the HIT industry. This year’s 
recipient is such a person. 

 
Earlier this year the SD HIMSS Chapter struggled with our ability to put together a quality program for 
our membership.  Not because of lack of vision or even dedication to quality, but more to shifting 
priorities in work schedules.  This year’s recipient saw a need and stepped into the role that had lacked 
attention.  In a turnaround time of less than six weeks, this year’s recipient led the Chapter in planning 
and hosting a successful spring conference.  Additionally, she has also led the Chapter’s activities in 
preparing for the SDAHO convention.  This year’s recipient has officially accepted the board of director’s 
role of Program Director and we feel fortunate to have her in this role. 

 
SDHIMSS Chapter Achievement Award presented to Jennifer Gholson of Regional Health 
 
The SD HIMSS Chapter Achievement Award recognizes an individual who demonstrates extraordinary 
contributions related to the goals of the SDHIMSS Chapter and a commitment to the HIT industry.  
Communications can be said to be a cornerstone for any successful organization.  That is certainly true 
when the membership of an organization spreads across several hundred miles of not only South 
Dakota, but affiliate members around the United States.   
 
This year’s recipient has led our efforts in ensuring the Chapter membership is kept abreast of upcoming 
activities via email communications, website updates, and even a few tweets throughout the year, an 
achievement in and of itself.  Additionally, this year’s recipient has also led our Chapter through a 
complete overhaul of our web presence.  Working with HIMSS national and starting from a blank canvas, 
she not only had to learn the new technology to support the development of the site, she had to put a 
lot of the changes in place herself.  She has been diligent in keeping the board aware of her activities 
and garnering feedback when necessary.  She has been stellar in carrying out these duties and it shows 
in the end product currently live.  SDHIMSS is lucky to have such a committed individual as our 
Communications Director. 

 

 
 

 

 



SDAHO Recap 

SDHIMSS met in conjunction with the SDAHO Annual Convention in Rapid City.  We had 20+ members 
attend.  The Program Committee put together a great agenda with varied topics.  Back by popular 
demand was Heather Springer, who talked more about legal implications of the electronic medical 
record.   Something new that was really fascinating was a presentation from Michelle Walters of Avera 
Health on how good IT customer satisfaction can lead to better patient satisfaction scores.  Round table 
discussions were held on security, mobile device management, legal record concerns, and customer 
service.  In addition, there was a panel to talk about their experiences with implementing a patient 
portal as well as updates on health care at the state and national level. 

 


